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FIRST EVER BIODIVERSITY FILM FESTIVAL AND FORUM IN DEHRADUN FROM JULY 30
15,000 participants, 60 films, 30 partners, 25 venues, 1 platform
· Dr Aziz Qureshi (Hon. Governor of Uttarakhand), Tom Alter, Sunderlal Bahuguna Chandi Prasad Bhatt to be a part of the festivities
· Felicitation of Green Ambassadors  
Dehradun, July 27: CMS Environment and Forest Department, Uttarakhand, are organising the 5th edition of the much revered CMS VATAVARAN, India’s premier environment and wildlife film festival and forum in Dehradun from July 30-August 04, 2012. The biodiversity film festival and forum will showcase best of green films in addition to a host of activities including a media roundtable, Indian ballet on Ganga, filmmaking workshop, panel discussion, open forum, ecotour on healing the forest and a quiz all on biodiversity theme.  The festival will be held across 25 venues with corporates, university, colleges, schools, village, paramilitary forces campus, the district jail being the prominent locations where the programmes will be held. The theme of CMS VATAVARAN 2012 travelling festival is “Biodiversity Conservation” and is in sync with India hosting the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 11th Conference of Parties (CoP11) in October 2012 in Hyderabad. 
INAUGURAL CEREMONY, 05:00 pm onwards, Monday, July 30, 2012 at Rajbhawan, Dehradun
The six day long festival (July 30-August 04) is all set to open with a glittering inaugural ceremony at the Rajbhawan on July 30 evening. His Excellency Dr Aziz Qureshi (Governor of Uttarakhand) will declare the film festival open. The main highlights of the first ever biodiversity film festival and forum are: 
· Felicitation of Green Ambassadors: Five Green Ambassadors of Uttarakhand will be facilitated in the inaugural programme by H. E. Dr Aziz Qureshi, renowned actor Tom Alter, environmentalists Sunderlal Bahuguna and Chandi Prasad Bhatt. The Green Ambassadors are Shri  Prateek Panwar (Dehradun), Shri Jagat S Chaudhary (Rudraprayag), Smt Mathura Devi (Gopeshwar), Smt Sudha Gunwant (Almora) and Shri. Rajeev Mehta (Haridwar). 
· Indian Ballet on Ganga: Eminent Odissi dancer Sharmila Bhartari and noted television actor Tom Alter will be presenting the Ballet “Ganga” depicting the origin of India’s National River Ganges in the Himalayas and its journey through the Indo-Gangetic plains. The ballet will assimilate Sanskrit shlokas, prayers and folk songs and various classical and contemporary dance forms to showcase the socio- cultural richness along its course. It will bring out the river as a source of life and culture, then goes on to question what we have done to her. 
· Release of inaugural film: ‘Rajaji: Forest by the Ganges’ a Forest Department of Uttarakhand film directed by Praveen Singh will be released in the ceremony by His Excellency Dr. Aziz Qureshi. The film, also recipient of best film award in biodiversity category during the CMS VATAVARAN 2011 will be shown as the inaugural film of this festival.
INDIAN AND INTERNATIONAL FILMS

It's going to be an eventful journey during the course of these fun filled six days that would take the people into the diverse geographical realms of our planet, through the lens of some of the finest environment and wildlife filmmakers.  A total of 60 films will be screened across 18 venues during the festival. 

Venues: 
•   Tuesday, July 31: Jaswant Modern Senior Secondary School, ICFRE Auditorium, Titan Industry, and Welham Boys School

•   Wednesday, August 01: Jaswant Modern Senior Secondary School, Doon University, The Asian School, Welham Boys School, Welham Girls School and Merico Limited

•   Thursday, August 02: Doon School, The Asian School, Welham Girls School
•   Friday, August 03: Chesire Home, Jaswant Modern Senior Secondary School, Welham Girls School, The Asian School, Central Academy for State Forest Service, ONGC Auditorium

•    Saturday, August 04: Shri Guru Nanak Public Mahila Inter School, Indo Tibetan Border Police, Baba Farid Institute of Technology, Indira Gandhi National Forest Academy, District Jail of Dehradun, Wildlife Institute of India, Purkal Youth Development Society

Media Roundtable: Reshaping the Future of Environmental Journalism

Media operations depend on profit driven economics. Many news editors and producers consider coverage of environmental issues as yet another option instead of an obligation and to make a difference for the future. Environmental issues don’t make headlines unless they turn into disasters. There is a dearth of quality programs on TV, and there are very few incisive articles on environmental issues in print media. Environmental reporters need to be sensitive and proactive. In this context the media roundtable looks at the future of environmental journalism and how it can be reshaped to bring it back to life. Almost 30 senior media professionals will participate in the roundtable including Bureau Chiefs, senior journalists, branding, promotion and publicity officials of the government of Uttarakhand. It will be organised at Manthan Hall, Forest Department, Dehradun on July 31 from 14.30 onwards. 

Biodiversity Around You 
Contact with biodiversity has a range of positive learning and health benefits associated with it. Howard Gardner identified nine multiple intelligences, including a ‘naturalist intelligence’. Those with this intelligence learn best when involved with experiencing, collecting or analysing something in nature or biodiversity, and therefore learn more through being outside. At the core of the ‘Biodiversity around You’ are three competencies of care: for oneself; for others; and for the environment. The programme is centered around mapping biodiversity in schools campuses with the help of a renowned biodiversity expert. The selected students will not only be engaged in exploring and documenting biodiversity in their respective schools but will also be displaying it through photographs, drawings, paintings, stories etc in the school gallery. Four schools of Dehradun are participating in this programme on July 31 and August 01. 
Other Programmes 

· Panel Discussion on Challenges to Biodiversity of Uttarakhand from Climate Change: It will be organised on August 01, from 02.30 pm-05.30 pm at Indian Council for Forest Research and Education, Dehradun.

· Green Filmmaking workshop (Aug 01-02): The workshop will start at 09.00 am. Venue for orientation and editing will be Doon University and for film shooting will be Malsi Deer Park.

· Ecotour (Aug 03): The ecotour nicknamed ‘Healing the Forest’ to Chilla, near Rajaji National Park will be organised from 08.00 am -05.00 pm.

Partners
Dehradun CMS VATAVARAN is being organised with active support from our partners. The Ministry of Environment & Forests (MoEF) have been constantly partnering with us since 2002. Forest Department, Uttarakhand; National Biodiversity Board, ONGC are the principal partners of Dehradun festival. Significant support has also been provided by the following partners:  
• Associate Partner: LIC 
•Knowledge Partners: Wildlife Institute of India, Doon University, UCOST, Central Academy for State Forest Service
• Radio Partner: Radio Khushi 90.4 FM

• Programme Partner: Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)
• Organising Partner: Indian Forest Research and Educational Council
• Supporter: TITLI Trust 

ABOUT CMS VATAVARAN 

Initiated in the year 2002 by CMS,  CMS VATAVARAN – India’s premier environment and wildlife film festival and forum is aimed towards enhancing understanding, appreciation and shift in attitudes towards the natural world  and  to  increase  space  for  environmental  issues  in  mass  media  and  evolve  a nationwide environment outreach framework. The festival  reaches out  to  people from  all  walks  of  life  including  filmmakers, civil  society groups, government organizations, environmentalists, researchers, conservationists, policy makers, activists, public and private sector organisations and students of all ages and is recognised as a calendar event amongst filmmakers, environment, wildlife and conservation sector. Its unique twin track approach of organising competitive and traveling film festivals and environment forum has positioned it as one of the most prestigious film festivals across the globe. Till today 35 travelling festivals have been organised in 27 cities of India. The 2010 travelling festival saw the participation of more than 95,000 people in 8 cities of the country. 

For more information, please contact:
Avinash Ujjwal, Media Coordinator

09582254612

Avinash@cmsindia.org
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